
 
 

 

 

“But words are things, and a small drop 
of ink, falling like dew upon a thought, 
produces that which makes thousands, 
perhaps millions, think.” 

  Lord Byron 
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“Readers may be divided into four classes: 
Sponges, who absorb all that they read and return 
it in nearly the same state, only  a   little dirtied.  
 
Sand-glasses, who retain nothing and are content 
to get through a book for the sake of getting 
through the time.  
 
Strain-bags, who retain merely the dregs of what 
they read.  
 
Mogul diamonds, equally rare and valuable, who profit 
by what they read, and enable others to profit by it 
also” 

         Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

 

 
HOW DO I WRITE WELL????? 

“You can never be an artist if your work comes 
without effort. That is the problem with mod-
ern ink from a bottle. You do not have to think. 
You simply write what is swimming on the top of 
your brain. And the top is nothing but pond 
scum, dead leaves, and mosquito spawn. But 
when you push an inkstick along an inkstone, you 
take the first step to cleansing your mind and 
your heart. You push and you ask yourself, 
What are my intentions? What is in my heart 
that matches my mind?” 

  From Amy Tan’s The Bonesetter’s Daughter  
 
 
“Writing is easy: All you do is sit staring at a 
blank sheet of paper until drops of blood form 
on your forehead.”  Journalist Gene Fowler 

“Be yourself. Above all, let who you are, 
what you are, what you believe, shine 
through every sentence you write, every 
piece you finish.” 
 Author John Jakes  
 
“To hold a pen is to be at war.” 
  Voltaire 
 
“The pen is the tongue of the mind.” 
  Migel de Cervantes 
 
“You can ’t wait for inspiration, you have 
to go after it with a club.” 
  Jack London 

WHAT KIND OF READER DO YOU WANT 
TO BE? 

With so much reading ahead of you, the temptation 
might be to speed up. But in fact it’s essential to slow 
down and read every word.  One important thing that 
can be learned by reading slowly is the seemingly obvi-
ous but oddly underappreciated fact that language is 
the medium we use in much the same way a composer 
uses notes, the way a painter uses paint. . . . it’s sur-
prising how easily we lose sight of the fact that words 
are the raw material out of which literature is craft-
ed. 

Every page was once a blank page, just as every word 
that appears on it now was not always there, but in-
stead reflects the final result of countless large and 
small deliberations. All the elements of good writing 
depend on the writer’s skill in choosing one word in-
stead  

of another. And what grabs and keeps our interest 
has everything to do with those 
choices. 

FREE ME PLEASE!!!!!! 
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The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

 

Celie has grown up poor in rural 
Georgia, despised by the society 
around her and abused by her own 
family. She strives to protect her 
sister, Nettie, from a similar fate, 

and while Nettie escapes to a new life as a mis-
sionary in Africa, Celie is left behind without her 
best friend and confidante, married off to an 
older suitor, and sentenced to a life alone with a 
harsh and brutal husband. 

In an attempt to transcend a life that often 
seems too much to bear, Celie begins writing let-
ters directly to God. The letters, spanning 20 
years, record a journey of self-discovery and 
empowerment guided by the light of a few 
strong women. She meets Shug Avery, her hus-
band's mistress and a jazz singer with a zest for 
life, and her stepson's wife, Sophia, who chal-
lenges her to fight for independence. And 
though the many letters from Celie's sister are 
hidden by her husband, Nettie's unwavering sup-
port will prove to be the most breathtaking of all 

 

“Handmaid’s Tale” by Margaret Atwood 

Margaret Atwood's popular dystopian 
novel The Handmaid's Tale explores a 
broad range of issues relating to pow-
er, gender and religious politics. Multi-
ple Golden Globe award-winner Claire 
Danes (Romeo and Juliet, The Hours) 
gives a stirring performance of this 

classic in speculative fiction, one of the most pow-
erful and widely read novels of our time. 

After a staged terrorist attack kills the President 
and most of Congress, the government is deposed 
and taken over by the oppressive and all controlling 
Republic of Gilead. Offred, now a Handmaid serving 
in the household of the enigmatic Commander and 
his bitter wife, can remember a time when she 
lived with her husband and daughter and had a job, 
before she lost even her own name. Despite the 
danger, Offred learns to navigate the intimate se-
crets of those who control her every move, risking 
her life in breaking the rules in hopes of ending 
this oppression. 

SHORT STORIES:  Choose 4 of the fol-
lowing short stories.  You must print a 
copy of each of the stories you choose.  
Read and annotate each story carefully. 
Bring all annotated copies with you on day 
one of class. 

1. “Fall of the House of Usher” by Edgar 
Allen Poe (gothic fiction) 

"The Fall of the House of Usher" recounts the terri-
ble events that befall the last remaining members of 
the once-illustrious Usher clan before it is -- quite 
literally -- rent asunder. Poe plunges the reader into 
a state of deliciously agonizing suspense. “FOTHOU” 
is classic horror genre. (Goodreads.com) 

2. “The Worn Path” by Eudora Welty 
(southern gothic)   This short story tells of an 
elderly African-American woman who undertakes a 
familiar journey on a road in a rural area to acquire 
medicine for her grandson. She expresses herself, 
both to her surroundings and in short spurts of spo-
ken monologue, warning away animals and expressing 
the pain she feels in her weary bones.  "A Worn 
Path" parallels the mythological heroic epic journey. 

3. “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte 
Gilman (gothic fiction) 

, “The Yellow Wall-Paper,” is a semi-autobiographical 
story written by Gilman in 1890 after a severe bout 
of post-partum depression. This story is one of a 
woman who is driven insane after three months 
trapped in her home, deprived of any mental stimula-
tion, which was a direct criticism of the doctor who 
“treated” Gilman’s actual depression.  (Amazon) 

4.  “A Good Man is Hard to Find” by 
Flannery O’Connor (southern gothic) 

This story is an unforgettable tale, both riveting and 
comic, of the confrontation of a family with violence 
and sudden death. More than anything else O'Connor 
ever wrote, this story mixes the comedy, violence, 
and religious concerns that characterize her fiction.  
(Goodreads.com) 

5.  “Flowers” by Alice Walker (coming of 
age) 

A very short but symbolic coming of age story of a 
young girl named Myop. 

 

6.  “Sweat” by Zora Neale Hurston 
(folktale genre/feminist literature) 

In "Sweat" Hurston claimed the voice that ani-
mates her mature fiction, notably the 1937 nov-
el Their Eyes Were Watching God; the themes of 
marital conflict and the development of spiritual 
consciousness were introduced as well. "Sweat" 
exemplifies Hurston's lifelong concern with 
women's relation to language and the literary 
possibilities of black vernacular (Amazon).  

 
7.  “Home Burial” by Robert Frost 
(narrative poetry) 
One of Robert Frost's longest poems, and cer-
tainly one of the... most emotionally disturbing 
ones. "Home Burial," published in 1914, recounts 
the conversation of a married couple fighting 
after their baby has died. It tackles the sub-
jects of love, grief, and death. 

 

NOVEL CHOICES:  Choose one of the fol-
lowing novels to have read and annotated by the 
first week of school.  Note all novels have ma-
ture content and are highly recommended for AP 
readers. 

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by 
Ken Kesey 

Boisterous, ribald, and ultimately shat-
tering, One Flew Over the Cuckoo's 
Nest has left an indelible mark on the 
literature of our time. Turning conven-

tional notions of sanity and insanity on their 
heads, the novel tells the unforgettable story of 
a mental ward and its inhabitants, especially ty-
rannical Big Nurse Ratched and Randle Patrick 
McMurphy, the brawling, fun-loving new inmate 
who resolves to oppose her. We see the story 
through the eyes of Chief Bromden, the seem-
ingly mute half-Indian patient who witnesses and 
understands McMurphy's heroic attempt to do 
battle with the powers that keep them all im-
prisoned. 
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